
“In taking us straight to the heart of the text, Phil Moore has 
served us magnificently. We so need to get into the Scriptures and 

let the Scriptures get into us. The fact that Phil writes so relevantly 
and with such submission to Biblical revelation means that we are 

genuinely helped to be shaped by the Bible’s teaching.” 

– Terry Virgo
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– R. T. Kendall
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you want to grow in your understanding of each book of the Bible, 

then buy these books and let them change your life!”
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– Canon Michael Green

“These notes are amazingly good. Lots of content and depth of 
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commentaries can be dull – missing the wood for the trees. Phil’s 

insights are striking, original, and fresh, going straight to the 
heart of the text and the reader! Substantial yet succinct, they 

bristle with amazing insights and life applications, compelling us 
to read more. Bible reading will become enriched and informed 

with such a scintillating guide. Teachers and preachers  
will find nuggets of pure gold here!” 

– Greg Haslam – Westminster Chapel, London, UK
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– Joel Virgo – Leader of Newday Youth Festival
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“Want to understand the Bible better? Don’t have the  
time or energy to read complicated commentaries? The book 

you have in your hand could be the answer. Allow Phil Moore to 
explain and then apply God’s message to your life. Think of this 

book as the Bible’s message distilled for everyone.” 

– Adrian Warnock, Christian blogger

“Phil Moore presents Scripture in a dynamic, accessible  
and relevant way. The bite-size chunks – set in context  
and grounded in contemporary life – really make the  

Word become flesh and dwell among us.” 

– Dr David Landrum, The Bible Society 

“Through a relevant, very readable, up to date storying  
approach, Phil Moore sets the big picture, relates  

God’s Word to today and gives us fresh insights to increase our 
vision, deepen our worship, know our identity and  

fire our imagination. Highly recommended!” 

– Geoff Knott, former CEO of Wycliffe Bible Translators UK 
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accessible and insightful books will ignite the hearts of believers, 
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This book is for my youngest son Ethan.

May it teach you to know Jesus as well as John did.

May it teach you to look and see the Living God.
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About the Straight to  
the Heart Series

On his eightieth birthday, Sir Winston Churchill dismissed 
the compliment that he was the “lion” who had defeated Nazi  
Germany in World War Two. He told the Houses of Parliament that  
“It was a nation and race dwelling all around the globe that had the 
lion’s heart. I had the luck to be called upon to give the roar.”

I hope that God speaks to you very powerfully through the 
“roar” of the books in the Straight to the Heart series. I hope they 
help you to understand the books of the Bible and the message 
which the Holy Spirit inspired their authors to write. I hope that 
they help you to hear God’s voice challenging you, and that they 
provide you with a springboard for further journeys into each 
book of Scripture for yourself.

But when you hear my “roar”, I want you to know that it 
comes from the heart of a much bigger “lion” than me. I have 
been shaped by a whole host of great Christian thinkers and 
preachers from around the world, and I want to give due credit 
to at least some of them here:

Terry Virgo, David Stroud, John Hosier, Adrian Holloway, Greg 
Haslam, Lex Loizides and all those who lead the Newfrontiers 
family of churches. Friends and encouragers, such as Stef Liston, 
Joel Virgo, Stuart Gibbs, Scott Taylor, Nick Sharp, Nick Derbridge, 
Phil Whittall, and Kevin and Sarah Aires. Tony Collins, Jenny 
Ward and Simon Cox at Monarch Books. Malcolm Kayes and all 
the elders of The Coign Church, Woking. My fellow elders and 
church members here at Queens Road Church, Wimbledon. 
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My great friend Andrew Wilson – without your friendship, 
encouragement and example, this series would never have 
happened.

I would like to thank my parents, my brother Jonathan, and 
my in-laws, Clive and Sue Jackson. Dad – your example birthed in 
my heart the passion which brought this series into being. I didn’t 
listen to all you said when I was a child, but I couldn’t ignore the 
way you got up at five o’clock every morning to pray, read the 
Bible and worship, because of your radical love for God and for 
his Word. I’d like to thank my children – Isaac, Noah, Esther and 
Ethan – for keeping me sane when publishing deadlines were 
looming. But most of all, I’m grateful to my incredible wife, Ruth 
– my friend, encourager, corrector and helper.

You all have the lion’s heart, and you have all developed 
the lion’s heart in me. I count it an enormous privilege to be the 
one who was chosen to sound the lion’s roar.

So welcome to the Straight to the Heart series. My prayer is that 
you will let this roar grip your own heart too – for the glory of 
the great Lion of the Tribe of Judah, the Lord Jesus Christ!
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Introduction: Look and See 
the Living God

These are written that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing 
you may have life in his name.

(John 20:31)

John may have been the only one of Jesus’ twelve disciples not to 
die a violent death, but don’t let that fool you that his lot in life 
was easy. As the last surviving disciple by far, he was burdened 
by a barrage of unwanted attention.

The enemies of Christianity, particularly the Romans, 
had marked him out as a dangerous eyewitness to the life of 
Jesus. He had been there when Jesus healed the blind and fed 
the hungry, there when he was nailed to a Roman cross and 
there when he left behind an empty tomb. John hadn’t stopped 
preaching about what he had seen for sixty years, and he knew 
that if old age didn’t claim his life soon then his increasingly 
agitated enemies surely would.1 In around 90 ad, just before 
the Emperor Domitian exiled him to the Greek island of Patmos, 
John decided it was time to preserve his memories in a gospel.2 
Irenaeus, who was taught by John’s young helper Polycarp, 
informs us that “John the Lord’s disciple, the one who leaned 

1  John had recounted these events so often over sixty years that, in conjunction 
with what he describes in 14:26, they were still as fresh in his memory as the 
events of the day before.
2  See Revelation 1:9. despite John’s use of a present tense to describe 
Jerusalem in 5:2, his language and perspective backs up the united view of the 
Early Church leaders Irenaeus, Tertullian, Origen and Clement that John wrote 
this gospel at the end of the first century.
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back on his chest, published a gospel whilst living at Ephesus in 
Asia… John made his permanent home in Ephesus until the time 
of Trajan.” 3 When John saw that his time witnessing on earth 
was nearly over, he wrote his gospel as a witness to generations 
yet to come.

John was also being watched by the many false teachers 
who had latched themselves onto the growing Christian faith 
like limpets to the hull of a mighty warship. Some of them played 
down Jesus’ divinity while others played down his humanity, 
but both groups found common ground in their resentment 
towards the aged apostle who refuted their theories with 
facts about the Jesus that he knew. Note the way John fills his 
gospel with vivid eyewitness descriptions,4 and with words 
like seeing and knowing and bearing testimony and the truth.5 
John wants his readers to appreciate that he knew the real 
Jesus – fully God and fully man – and that his gospel exposes 
the speculations of people who try to reshape the Messiah in a 
mould of their own making.

Most concerning of all, John was troubled by the star-struck 
gaze of the many well-meaning Christians who hailed him as 
their hero. Note the way he writes his gospel in a manner that 
prevents us from placing him on a pedestal as a saint. Matthew, 
Mark and Luke mention John and his brother James a total of 
thirty-nine times in their gospels, but John never mentions 
himself or his brother by name at all!6 He might mention less 
famous disciples such as Philip, Thomas and Nathanael, but he 

3  Trajan became emperor in 98 ad, and Irenaeus wrote in c.180 ad in Against 
Heresies (3.1.1 and 3.3.4). Linked to John 21:20 and 24, this quote tells us that 
the anonymous disciple in the gospel is John.
4  John describes scenes in particular detail in 6:10, 12:3, 13:23–25 and 
18:10.
5  John uses five different Greek words for seeing, and also stresses he is an 
eyewitness in 1 John 1:1–3.
6  The closest he comes is when he refers to “the sons of Zebedee” in 21:2. no 
one but John himself could make such a glaring omission, which supports the 
unanimous Early Church view that John wrote this gospel.
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purposely redirects his readers’ attention away from himself by 
making anonymous references to “the disciple Jesus loved”.7 As 
for the rumour among his fans that he might not die until Jesus 
returned in glory, he quashes their misguided hero worship in 
21:23. In a world where too many people looked at John instead 
of Jesus, he wrote this gospel to plead with each of his readers 
to Look and see the Living God!

All of this makes John’s gospel essential reading for anyone 
who wants to know the real Jesus today. Like us, John had copies 
of the gospels that Matthew, Mark and Luke had written earlier, 
but he believed that we needed something more. They are known 
as the “synoptic” gospels because they all “share a common 
perspective” on the life and ministry of Jesus, whereas the 
second-century church leader Clement of Alexandria explains 
that John’s gospel takes a different view: “John, perceiving that 
the outward facts had been set forth in those gospels, urged on 
by his friends and inspired by the Spirit, composed a spiritual 
gospel.” 8 John doesn’t tell us that Jesus told parables, drove out 
demons, healed lepers, was transfigured or prayed agonized 
prayers in the Garden of Gethsemane. Instead, he duplicates 
as little material as possible in order to tell unrecorded stories 
which open our eyes to see the real Jesus in his untold glory.

In chapters 1–4, John uses fresh incidents from Jesus’ 
early ministry to encourage us to look at Jesus alone. In chapters 
5–12, he uses more new stories to teach us to look at who Jesus 
really is. In chapters 13–17, he records Jesus’ handover teaching 
to his disciples and encourages us to look at what Jesus has given 
you. This leads into his conclusion in chapters 18–21, where he 
gives final reasons to look at Jesus and win. All along the way, he 
punctuates his gospel with frequent exhortations to “Look!” and 
“Come and see!” and “Open your eyes!” to see the Living God.

7  John 13:23; 19:26; 20:2; 21:7, 20, 24.
8  Quoted by Eusebius of Caesarea just after 300 ad in his Church History 
(6.14.7). Since Luke 1:1–4 suggests that Luke had copies of the first two 
gospels, it is also fair to assume that John had copies of all three.
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If you are unsure what you believe about Jesus of Nazareth, 
this should all strike you as very good news. John wrote this 
gospel to give you a ringside seat from which to watch the 
Galilean carpenter whose message changed the world. Mark 
writes to tell us what Jesus did, and Matthew and Luke write 
to explain why Jesus did it, but John’s main concern is to help 
us discover who Jesus is and what it means for us to follow him 
today. He tells us in 20:31 that he wrote this gospel for you and 
me, so that “you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name”.

If you already believe in Jesus but want to know him more, 
this should also strike you as very good news. The most accurate 
Greek manuscripts of 20:31 use a present tense which can be 
literally translated “so that you may go on believing that Jesus is 
the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by going on believing you 
may go on having life in his name”. Read that way, John is telling 
us that he wrote his gospel to turn our head knowledge about 
Jesus into genuine experience of new life through him.

So sit back and enjoy the life-changing message of John’s 
gospel. It was the message which the early Christians needed to 
hear in the face of Roman persecution, false teaching and hero 
worship, and it’s still the message we need to hear amidst the 
pressures of today.

John therefore hands us his gospel, still as fresh as when he 
wrote it, and tells us to do the same as his first-century readers. 
He invites us to fix our eyes on the Jesus that he knew. He tells 
us to look and see the Living God.



Part One: 

Look at Jesus 
Alone

(Chapters 1–4)
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First Word (1:1–18)
In the beginning was the Word… 

(John 1:1)

If you aren’t shocked by John’s opening verses, it probably 
means you haven’t understood them. John writes them very 
carefully to capture your attention, regardless of how well or 
little you know the Bible.

Mark had connected with his Roman readers by starting 
his gospel in the thick of the action with the coming of John 
the Baptist. Matthew had connected with his Jewish readers 
by beginning with Jesus’ family tree back to Abraham and with 
King Herod’s shock discovery from a group of foreigners that 
the true King of Israel had just been born in his backyard. Luke 
had connected with his Gentile readers by beginning with a 
Roman census, with Simeon’s prophecy that Jesus would save 
many non-Jews and with a family tree that traced his ancestry 
back to Adam. John didn’t think there was anything wrong with 
those beginnings. He just didn’t think that any of them went 
back far enough in Jesus’ story.

That’s why he starts his gospel with the words “in the 
beginning”. He knew that anyone familiar with the Greek Old 
Testament would instantly recognize them as the opening words 
of the Jewish Scriptures. They would know the Genesis account 
of God creating the universe from nothing – solely by the power 
of his spoken Word and of his Spirit.1 John tries to shock us by 
telling us that Jesus’ story started long before an angel appeared 

1  Psalms 33:6 and 107:20 also talk about God’s Word being both our Creator 
and our Saviour.
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to Mary or she laid her baby in a manger. It started before the 
dawn of time because the baby born in Bethlehem’s filthy stable 
was the eternal Word of God.2 Jesus is the one who revealed 
himself to the Israelites as Yahweh, and there never was a time 
when he was not.

Not everybody knew the Greek Old Testament, of course. 
John lived in Ephesus, the vibrant capital city of Asia, where his 
mainly Gentile readers were more familiar with the thoughts 
of the pagan Greek philosophers.3 Accordingly, he chooses 
a word which he knows will shock them too. Heraclitus, the 
great Ephesian philosopher, had used the Greek word Logos, or 
Word, in around 500 bc to describe the divine force of Reason 
which governs the universe.4 His teaching was so influential 
that we still refer today to biology, geology, cosmology and 
astrology, so John chooses this word to grab the full attention 
of the Greeks as he did the Jews. He tells them that the divine 
Reason which Heraclitus groped for in the darkness was not 
just a principle but a person. Long before Jesus became a baby 
in a stable, the best Greek minds had sensed his presence as 
the ruler of the universe.5

We can see how shocking the Jews found this message 
by flicking forward a few pages to John 10:33. When the Jews 
grasped that Jesus was claiming to be Yahweh, they picked up 
stones and tried to lynch him for blasphemy. That’s why John 

2  don’t be confused by the word monogene�s, or only begotten, in verses 14 
and 18, or by the fact that John uses the word more than the rest of the new 
Testament writers put together. Hebrews 11:17 uses it to describe Isaac, who 
was not Abraham’s only son, so it speaks about Jesus’ unique status, not 
about his birth.
3  We can tell that John wrote mainly for Gentiles from the way he translates 
Hebrew and Aramaic words for his readers in 1:38, 41, 42, 6:1, 9:7, 19:13, 17 
and 20:16.
4  John deliberately echoes Heraclitus’ teaching that “all things come to be in 
accordance with the Logos” (fragment dK 22B1).
5  Paul argues this when he preaches the Gospel in Athens in Acts 17:23, saying 
that Jesus is their “unknown God”.
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tells them in verse 17 that Jesus is greater than their great leader 
and lawgiver Moses because he fulfils the Law with grace and 
truth. It’s why he tells them in verse 18 that what Moses saw 
on Mount Sinai was nothing compared to the way that Jesus has 
made God fully known.6 It’s why he takes the word for Moses’ 
Tabernacle in the Greek Old Testament (skēnē) and uses it as a 
verb in verse 14 to tell them that God truly tabernacled (skēnoō) 
on the earth in the flesh and blood of Jesus’ body. Remember, 
the Jews didn’t kill Jesus for healing people and telling pithy 
parables. They killed him because they knew he was telling 
them to look at him and see the Living God.

We can also see how shocking the Gentiles found this 
message by flicking forward a little further to Acts 14. The 
Lystrans liked Paul and Barnabas when they thought they were 
preaching that the gods were just like them. Things turned nasty 
when the Lystrans grasped that they were challenging their 
Greek idols and urging them to “turn from these worthless things 
to the Living God”. Epictetus, another great philosopher from 
the vicinity of Ephesus, summed up the Greek view that the 
spirit is good and the body is bad when he wrote that “You are 
a little soul, burdened with a corpse”,7 so the idea that the Living 
God had taken a human body was so offensive to the Greeks 
that they stoned them. They were happy with the inoffensive 
message peddled by the Gnostic false teachers that Jesus had 
merely seemed to be a human,8 but they angrily refused to 
surrender to a message about God’s incarnate Son.

6  The Greek word exe�geomai at the end of verse 18 means to declare or unfold 
fully, and is the root of the English word exegesis. Jesus repeats this claim later 
in 14:9.
7  Epictetus was a Stoic and a contemporary of John. This quotation comes 
from “Fragment 26” of his work.
8  Since the Greek word for to seem is dokeo�, the late first-century Gnostics 
who denied the full humanity of Jesus are commonly called docetists. John 
insists repeatedly that the Word always was (e�n), but that at a certain moment 
in verse 14 he suddenly became (egeneto) a real human being.
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We can be like the first-century Jews and Greeks if we let 
our own cultural baggage divert our gaze away from who Jesus 
really was. The villains in John’s nativity story aren’t Matthew’s 
jealous King Herod or Luke’s overworked innkeepers. They are 
the entire human race which wants to force-fit Jesus into the 
domesticated role of a mere prophet or good teacher.9 That’s 
why the Greek word katalambanō in verse 5 has a deliberate 
double-meaning – either to grasp in the sense of understanding 
a mystery, or to grasp in the sense of overcoming an enemy. John 
tells us that few people understand who Jesus is, but that none of 
those who oppose him can succeed in domesticating the Living 
God. He calls us to surrender to the fact that God has come to 
earth to save all those who will receive him as he really is.10

If you are prepared to look where John is pointing; if you 
are prepared to humble yourself and step out of the darkness 
into God’s light; if you are prepared to respond with faith to the 
crucified carpenter who called John to follow him on the shore 
of Lake Galilee – then John promises to guide your footsteps 
through his gospel. He promises to help you to look and see the 
Living God.

9  Ironically, Jehovah’s Witnesses twist this very passage to repeat the ancient 
heresy of Arius that “There was a time when the Son was not” (Socrates of 
Constantinople in Church History, 1.5.2). John uses something called an 
“incomplete predication” in the Greek of verse 1 by dropping the definite 
article to clarify that he means “the Word was God” (one person of the Trinity) 
and not that “God was the Word” (in his entirety). Jehovah’s Witnesses fail to 
understand this and mistranslate his words to mean merely that “the Word 
was a god”.
10  John tells us that the Gospel is for everyone in verses 7 and 9, but he 
qualifies this by saying that many will reject the salvation which could have 
been theirs.


