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INTRODUCTION

In a book like this one, the answers to a few basic questions are impor-
tant: for whom the book was written, what the book is (and is not), why the
book was written, where it fits into the larger study of its discipline, how it
might best be used, and when the reader would find it useful.

Who:

What:

Why:

Where:

How:

When:

This volume is intended for second-year Greek students (and
beyond), pastors, teachers, and preachers. Constant NT Greek
users (addicts!) might not need it, but would-be experts should
find it useful.

When it comes to the study of NT Greek, this book is more of
a collection of helpful tools than explanatory tales. It will not
replace grammar and syntax textbooks, but it will supplement
them nicely. In addition to reviewing grammar and syntax, this
volume teaches phrase diagramming as a tool to discover ser-
mon and lesson outlines quickly in the Greek text.

This volume has been created because one year of Greek is
dangerous; the language needs review and further study to
become truly usable in the study of the Greek NT. The book is
designed to be less cumbersome and more readily accessible
than carrying around larger grammar and syntax textbooks.
Since it presumes some of the basics of NT Greek, this book fits
into the Greek learning sequence after a full year of elementary
Greek has been mastered and then during and beyond the sec-
ond year of NT Greek studies.

Intended as a useful tool and ready reference for the contin-
ued study of the Greek NT, even the physical dimensions of
this volume are set at handbook size so as to fit with the Greek
NT —either the United Bible Societies” 4th edition (the bur-
gundy UBS?) or the Nestle-Aland 28th edition (the blue NA?).
If kept on hand with the Greek NT, this volume could
be in constant use, assisting in the preparation of NT les-
sons and sermons.

I would like to acknowledge here the many helpful resources that
have been mine over the years of my study of New Testament Greek.
These have included my Greek professors, my former colleagues at
Northwestern College, particularly the ancient and classical languages
professors who have offered helpful input, and my several generations
of Greek students (both at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School and at
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6 INTRODUCTION

Northwestern College) who have endured my practicing on them over
the years. I owe a special debt of thanks to my first group of NT Greek
students at Biola University, especially those who helped proofread this
little volume, and to my friend Jay E. Smith (professor of New Testament
Studies at Dallas Theological Seminary) who did the same. With large
gratitude, I dedicate this small volume to my Greek instructors (in the
order of my taking their Greek courses): Professors Wayne Bennedict
(Elementary Greek), Walter Dunnett (Intermediate Greek), Walter Elwell
(Greek Exegesis), and D. A. Carson (Advanced Greek Grammar). Soli
Deo gloria.
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THIRD DECLENSION: CONSONANT DECLENSION

1. This declension has more quirks than the other two
combined.

2. The final letter in the noun stem (usually a consonant) is
the basis for distinguishing the declension’s various types.

3. Some consonants fall into particular groups. Liquid
consonants include 2, , v, and p. Mute consonants include
, B, ¢ (labials), 1, 3, © (dentals), and «, v, x (palatals /velars).

4. The noun stem is typically visible in the genitive singular
form but not the nominative singular (i.e., lexical) form.

5. Forming the case endings of third declension nouns often
appeals to the rules for contraction (see chart below).

6. Accents are consistent and follow the lexical form unless

the stem is monosyllabic, in which case all the genitive and
dative case forms will be accented on the ultima.

GENERAL CONTRACTION RULES

CONSONANTAL “SQUARE OF StoPs” +0 +K +0
Labials: m, B, ¢ \ ) 06
Palatals (a.k.a. Velars): k, v, x € X x0
Dentals: t, 5, 6 * c X a0

* v tends to contract like a dental and simply drop out, particularly when with t:
ovT+ol= 001/ VT + 6L = €161/ OVT + Gl = 0Val

VOWEL COMBINATIONS (most common: €1 and ov)

+ o € n 1 0 ) ® [ ot | e | n | o] ov
o o o o || o |ow| o o |l a| o | o
€ n el n el | ov | ev | ® n|le | n| o] ov
o) [0} ov | ®F | ov | ov | oV | ® ® |otS| ot | ot | ov

* o and Sov in some words with -ew infinitives; * in subjunctive of pt verbs.
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THIRD DECLENSION: Consonant Declension Nouns

Masc. Fem. Neu. M./E. M./E.
Stem apyovi— ocopk— | Ovopor— | xelp— ToTEP—
Nom. Spyov obp Gvopo XEWP ToTp
Gen. dpyovtog copKkog | Ovopatog | xepog ToTPog
Dat. apyovtt copki ovopott xewpt noTpl
Acc. Gpyovio ohpKo Svopo XEPO. TOTEPO,
Nom. Gpyovteg obpkeg | Ovopoto | yEpeS TOTEPEG
Gen. apyoviav | copkdv | ovoudtmv | yepdV TOTEPOV
Dat. Gpyxovouv) | cop&i(v) |ovopoouv)| xepoi(v) | matpdoi(v)
Acc. dpyovtog | oopkog | ovouoto | XEPOG TOTEPOG

Notes: Words can’t end in T so it drops off in sg. nom./acc. of neu. —uat- nouns and from the
end of —vt- nouns in sg. nom. Liquid types have lengthened stem vowel in sg. nom., and a
short stem vowel drops out in dats. and sg. gen.

Neu. Neu. Fem. Masc. Masc.
Stem KPEO'G YEVE'G TOAL— ixOu— Bociiev—
Nom. Kpéog Yévog noMg 00g Baciiets
Gen. KpEWG YEvoug norews | iyOvog Bociiémg
Dat. KpEot Yével noLeL yovL Booiret
Acc. KpEOg YEvog oMV yOvV Baoéo
Nom. Kpéo Yévn TOAELG 1 0veg Booirelg
Gen. KPEDV Yevav norewv | iyBvV Booéwv
Dat. kpéaouv) | yéveouv) | méreouv) | ixOvou(v) | Boothebo(v)
Acc. KpEa YEvn TOAELG iy0vog Boorelg

Notes: g stays in sg. nom./acc., but —eg nouns have —og in sg. nom./acc. t stays only in sg.
nom./acc. and is ¢ elsewhere in -t nouns. v remains for —v nouns, but in -ev nouns drops
before endings with initial vowels. No contracting in gen.; g in sg. gen. for -t and -gv

nouns. The usual a is not in acc. for -t and —v nouns.




ADJECTIVES 15

ADJECTIVES: Spelled Like the Nouns They Describe

An adjective matches the noun it describes in gender, number, and case
(a.k.a. G-N-C agreement). An adjective can be in written in several dif-
ferent positions relative to the noun it describes.

Translation

Position Structure*

1. 6 dyoBog dvOpwnog

2. 6 BvOpwmog 6 bryadog TNTA | “the good man”

3. &vBpwmog 6 dryalBdG NTA

4. avBpwmog dryafog NA “good man”

1. &yaBo¢ [Eotiv] 6 vBpornog | ATN

“The man is good.”
2. 6 &wvBpamog [¢otiv] dyobog | TNA

*Key: T = article, A = adjective, N = noun

AAA Rule = Adjective preceded by an Article is Attributive.

An adjective can be used alone (or with its own article) as a noun (a.k.a.
substantival use); e.g., & &yo8é (“the good things”).

Declension of Normal Vowel (2-1-2) Adjectives
(like Second Decl. in masc. and neu., First Decl. in fem.)

Masculine Feminine Neuter
Nom. dyaBog yolbn qyobov
Gen. Aayo0od ayobng ayafob
Dat. ayodd Ayodn ayod®d
Acc. ayobov qyobmv ayafov
Nom. dyobotl qyobod Qyodd
Gen. ayoddv ayoddv ayafdv
Dat. ayobolig ayoboig dyaBolg
Acc. ayofoig qyoddg AyaBo
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Declension of “Old MacDonald” Adjectives
(2-1-2 adjectives with stems ending in g, , or p “with o” in fem.)

Masculine Feminine Neuter
Nom. uKpog wiKpo uiKpov
Gen. UKPOD UKPOIG UKo
Dat. UIKP® HKpaL WIKP®
Acc. HiKpoOv upbv UKpoOv
Nom. uikpot uikpord uikpd
Gen. UIKP DV UIKP DY UIKP @V
Dat. UIKPOTG UIKPOIG UIKPOlG
Acc. uKpovg ukpdig upd

Declension of Consonant Ending (3-3) Adjectives
(like Third Decl. in masc./fem. and Third Decl. in neu.)

Masc./Fem. Neu. Masc./Fem. Neu.
Nom. mieimv TAELOV NG aANBEg
Gen. nieiovog nieiovog aAnboig aAnBoig
Dat. nieiovt nmieiovt AANOeT AANOel
Acc. mhelovo nTAelOV aANoT aAnBég
Nom. nieiloveg nmieiovo aANBelg GANOT
Gen. TAELOVOV TAedOVeV ANV GANOOV
Dat. nmieloou(v) mieloou(v) aAnOéo(v) | dnbéou(v)
Acc. nieiovog mhelovo AANBeg GANoT




ADJECTIVES

17

Declension of -vt Stem (3-1-3) Adjectives

(like Third Decl. in masc. and neu., First Decl. in fem.)

Masculine Feminine Neuter
o Nom. oG oo o
< G z g g
) en. TOVTOG TOoNG TOLVTOG
o D 2 2 :
z at. ot néon oVt
%]
Acc. névto OGOV oV
Nom. ndvteg ToooL ndvta
=
3 Gen. TOVTOV OOV TOVTOV
5]
5 Dat. Taol néoog Taol
Acc. TOVTOG TAGOG névtal

Note: nog (“all, every”) and 6rog (“whole”) are the two adjectives that are always in
predicate position but translated as if in attributive position.

ExampLE ONE

Adjectival Comparisons *

Positive (declined as above) G00OC wise
Comparative (-tepog, -tepaL, -TEPOV) cOODTEPOG wiser
Superlative (-totog, -tortn, -t0T0V) GOOOTOTOG most wise
ExampLE Two
Positive (declined as above) KOKOG evil, wicked
Comparative (-1ov) Kokiov more evil
Superlative (-15toc) KOKL6TOG most evil
OTHER IRREGULARITIES
Gy006g good Kpeicomv better
KOKOG evil, wicked Yelpov worse
neyag great ueiCov greater
oG much, many mieiov more

*The comparative and superlative forms are declined like the positive form of the adjective
following the appropriate 2-1-2, 3-3, or 3-1-3 declension. Sometimes comparative and
superlative forms are used with elative meaning (e.g., "very small").
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Step 6 (Semantic Labels) for 1 Peter 1:3-9

*3 Evloyntog 6 Be0g kal artnp 100 kupiov fiudv ‘Incod Xpiotod, * EXCLAMATION
[why—explanation] 0 ... GvoyevvAooG UGG
[how —measure] A kot O TOAD abToD EAE0g
[what—result] £1g éAnida {doov
[how—means] 8" avootdoemg ‘Incod Xpiotod
[separation] £K VEKPDV,
B [what—result] £1g KAnpovopiov GoBoptov

Kod Guiovtov
[what kind —description] Kol Gudpavtov,
TEMPNUEVTV
[where—place] £v opovolg
[for whom —advantage] £ig VoG

[for whom —identification] TOVG ... dpovpovUEVOLG

[how —means] A v duvdpel oD
[how —means] S0 TioTEMG
[what—result] £ig cotnpiov

£toiuny amokaAvo®fiivon — [what kind —description]
£V KOp® E6Y0TO [when—time]
© év® [why—cause]
AyoAMaoBE, * ASSERTION
[when—time] v OAlyov GpTL
[concession] €1 8¢ov [€otiv] AumnOévieg

[in what—circumstances] t £v Totkilolg TEPACHOTS,

7 [for what purpose] Tvor 10 SoKiloy VU@V THG ToTEWS ... e0peOR
A oAVTIOTEPOV YPVGTOV [comparison]
2100 dmoAupEVOL Sl TVpdG 8¢ Sokalouévo, [description]

': €ig énouvov kod 86&av kol Tunv  [what—result]

&v amokolvyet ‘Incod Xptotod.  [when—time]
v " olk i80vteg  [concession]

8 [who—identification] Ov ... dyomare,
[concession] v A dpTLun OpodVTES
v €ig Ov ... motedovieg  [how —means]
g [what—restatement] 8¢ dyodaoBe xopd ovekAoATo Kol dedo&acpévn,
[why —cause] Kolouevot 10 téhog Thg tiotems [Oudv]

owmpiov Yyuydv. [what—apposition]
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Step 7 (English Diagram) for 1 Peter 1:3-9

*3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! * EXCLAMATION
[why —explanation] — ... he has given us new birth
[how —measure] " In his great mercy
[what—result] into a living hope
[how —means] through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
[separation] 4+ from the dead
’ [what—result] and into an inheritance 4;-that can never perish,
spoil,
[what kind —description] or fade—
kept
[where—place] E in heaven
[for whom —advantage] for you

5 [for whom —identification] who ... are shielded

[how —means] " by God’s power
[how —means] through faith
[what—result] until the coming of the salvation

that is ready to be revealed :[what kind —description]

in the last time. iy [when—time]
o In this [why—cause]
you greatly rejoice * ASSERTION
[when—time] " now for a little while
[concession] though ... you may have had to suffer grief
[in what— circumstances] in all kinds of trials. These have come
Y [for what purpose] s0 that your faith ... may be proved genuine

Al of greater worth than gold 4 [comparison]
"2 which perishes though refined by fire, g [description]

': and may result in praise, glory, and honor [what—result]
when Jesus Christ is revealed [when—time]
= Though you have not seen him  [concession]
[who—identification] you love him;
[concession] - and even though you do not see him now
you believe in him  [how —means]
[what—restatement] and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy,
[why —cause] 4 for you are receiving the goal of your faith

the salvation of your souls. =< [what—apposition]




