
CONTENTS

Foreword by A. Andrew Das
Preface
Introduction
Abbreviations

PART 1: The Law in the Old Testament
 1. What Does the Word Law Mean in the Scriptures?
 2. Was the Mosaic Covenant Legalistic?
 3. Does the OT Teach That Salvation Is by Works?

PART 2: The Law in Paul
A. Questions Related to the New Perspective
 4. What Is the New Perspective on Paul, and How Should It Be Assessed?
 5. What Does the Expression “Works of Law” Mean in Paul?
 6. Does Paul Condemn Legalism in His Letters?
 7. Is Perfect Obedience to the Law Mandatory for Salvation?
 8. How Should We Understand the Use of Leviticus 18:5 in the Scriptures?

B. Questions Related to the Role of the Law in the Christian Life
 9. Does Paul Teach That the OT Law Is Now Abolished?
10. What Does the Phrase “Under Law” Mean in Paul?
11. Are Gentiles Under the Law?
12. According to Paul, What Was the Purpose of the Law?
13.  How Do Paul’s Negative Comments About the Law Fit with the Positive 

Statements About the Law in Psalm 19 and Psalm 119?
14. Does Paul Distinguish Between the Moral, Ceremonial, and Civil Law?
15. Are Christians Under the Third Use of the Law?
16. What Is the “Law of Christ”?
17. Is the Law Fulfilled Through Love?

C. Questions Related to Justification
18. What Is the OT Background for the Righteousness of God?
19. What Does the Word “Justify” Mean in Paul?
20. What Does Paul Mean by “the Righteousness of God”?
21. Does the Pauline Teaching on Justification Contradict Jesus’ Message?
22.  Should “Faith of Christ” (pistis Christou) Be Translated “Faithfulness of Christ” 

or “Faith in Christ”?



23. Does Justification by Faith Alone Lead to Moral Laxity?
24.  Does Paul Teach That Christians Are Judged by Their Good Works on the Last 

Day?
25. Do James and Paul Contradict One Another on Justification by Works?

PART 3: The Law in the Gospels and Acts
26. What Is the Role of the Law in the Gospel of Mark?
27. How Should We Understand Matthew’s View of the Law?
28. How Should We Understand the Antitheses in Matthew 5:21–48?
29.  Why Do Some Scholars Think Luke-Acts Has a Remarkably Conservative View 

of the Law?
30. How Should We Understand the Role of the Law in Luke-Acts?
31.  What Is the Apostolic Decree of Acts 15, and What Does It Contribute to Luke’s 

Theology of Law?
32.  Why Did Paul Circumcise Timothy When He Refused to Circumcise Titus?
33. How Should We Describe the Role of the Law in the Gospel of John?

PART 4: The Law in the General Epistles
34. What Does John Mean by Keeping God’s Commands in 1 and 2 John?
35. What Does James Teach Us About Keeping God’s Law?
36. What Does the Letter to the Hebrews Teach Us About the Law?

PART 5: The Law and Contemporary Issues
37. Is the Sabbath Still Required for Christians?
38. Should Christians Tithe?
39.  What Is Theonomy, or Christian Reconstructionism, and How Should It Be 

Evaluated?
40.  What Role Does the Law Have in Preaching?

Annotated Bibliography
Index of Scripture and Ancient Sources


