CONTENTS

CONTENTS

Acknowledgments 7
Foreword 9

PART ONE: BACK ON THE PUBLIC AGENDA 15
1. The Renewal of an Old Attack on Religion 17

PART Two: EARLY ADVOCATES OF A SCEPTICAL VIEW 33
2. A New Challenge to the Gods 35
3. Its Later Uptake and Turnaround 45

PART THREE: FOUR LEADING MODERN APPROACHES 61
4. God as the Product of Human Wishes:
Ludwig Feuerbach 63
5. God as a Substitute for Oppressive Conditions:
Karl Marx 80
6. God as a Projection of Repressed Desires:
Sigmund Freud 96
7. God as the Symbol of Human Potential:
Erich Fromm 112

PART FOUR: A TIME FOR SELF-ExaMINATION 131
8. Facing Up to the Personal Challenge 133

Notes 149



