“Clint and Penny Bragg are experts at what they teach. We have
watched them live out their own marriage mission. Every married
couple can benefit from the practical tools and unique exercises in
this book. If you want to experience God in the midst of your mar-
riage in ways you cannot imagine, then roll up your sleeves and get
ready. You will not just read Your Marriage, God’s Mission—you will
live it.”
—JOE AND MICHELLE WILLIAMS, founders of The International
Center for Reconciling God’s Way and authors of
Yes, Your Marriage Can Be Saved

“Clint and Penny have an amazing story of how God’s faithfulness
to them has inspired an ongoing mission to minister to marriages,
giving their own lives and marriage an incredible depth of direc-
tion and purpose. Their new book is a call to all of us to find not
only God’s design for marriage in general, but also the unique plan
for our marriage. This book is wonderfully hands-on and inspiring,
giving great insights and ideas of how to discover, engage, prepare,
and succeed in fulfilling the rich divine mission and adventure God
has in store for every couple willing to walk with Him.”
—ROBERT S. PAUL, vice president of Focus on the Family’s
National Institute of Marriage

“Marriage and mission are two values we hold dear. Every couple

needs a field guide like this to gain success in the exciting adventure
God has planned for them.”

—BILL AND PAM FARREL, authors of 45 books including

Men Are Like Waffles, Women Are Like Spaghetti

“Whether youd like to make a good marriage better or you’re look-
ing for advice on dealing with the tough issues every couple encoun-
ters, Your Marriage, God’s Mission is the book you need to read. Clint



and Penny Bragg offer assessment tools, hard-earned lessons from
their own experience and the experiences of others, spiritual direc-
tion, and a process for discovering God’s mission for your marriage.
This book is more than a marriage manual—it’s a tool that will lead
you to an intimate relationship with the Lord that will positively
impact your long-term relationship with your spouse.”

—CAROL AND GENE KENT, founders of Speak Up for Hope
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To Irene Mae Kenna,
our beloved “Gramma,” who always believed in
the mission God set in our hearts and encouraged
us to “Go out there and get that second book!”



“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous.
Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your
God will be with you wherever you go.”
—JOSHUA 1:9
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Introduction

he high rate of separation and divorce in our nation and around
—|_the world proves that most couples today exist without a coordi-
nated mission. The lack of common purpose makes it easier to throw
away a relationship when expectations go unmet, or to exchange it
for something, or someone, new.

Some couples believe there is a reason they are together, but
they’re stuck in a revolving door of careers, church, pressures, par-
enting, and more. Penny and I have also met couples who believe
God has a particular mission for them, but ambiguity and confu-
sion arise when we ask if they know what that mission is. Almost
always they say the same thing: “We know we’re supposed to do
something together as a couple, but we don’t know what that looks
like.”

We ourselves have been in all these scenarios and then some. It
took us a long time to realize that our past experiences, as difficult
as they were, would eventually lead us to God’s mission for our mar-
riage. To properly set the stage for further reading and application
so you can move forward, allow us to take you back into our failure
at both marriage and finding God’s mission for our lives.

Less than two years after we said, “I do,” we were done. In some
ways, our relationship ended before it—or God’s mission for it—
ever got off the ground. We had dated for two years before getting
engaged. In addition, we went through premarital counseling,
took personality tests, and met with our pastor. All the basics of

Christianity 101 were exhibited once we married: attending church,
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14 Introduction

praying over meals, and serving others. We thought that believing in
God and loving each other were enough to make for a lasting rela-
tionship. Wrong.

Although deep down we knew that God had brought us together
for a reason, we never stopped to ask Him what that reason was.
Instead we made assumptions about what our life was going to
look like, what we wanted out of our marriage, and what we were
going to go out there and do for God. Unwittingly, we set off on a
crash course to make our own hopes and dreams come true. And we
crashed.

With one year of marriage under our belts, Penny and I set off
on an overseas mission. Our pastor had a connection to missionary
work in Papua New Guinea, and we eagerly signed on. However, we
were disappointed when our plans for a summer-long mission to
New Guinea turned into a two-week trip to Haiti.

“This isn’t going to be very challenging,” I remember saying to
Penny. “Maybe we should hold out for something more . . . adven-
turous.”

When our first morning in Haiti included an infestation of
fire ants in our makeshift bed (wooden planks stretched across a
cement slab), I realized we’'d gotten ourselves into a little more than
we expected. Still, we weren’t about to wimp out.

I'd spent two tours fighting in Vietnam, so our accommodations
didn’t jar me that much. In the army, I'd spent many nights sleeping
on top of an APC (armored personnel carrier) in the jungle. I was a
little worried about Penny and what she might be feeling, but I never
asked her about it. After all, we had a mission to accomplish. My
military mind-set governed my actions and interactions with her
and with everyone else.

Our two main goals were to construct a cement-block build-
ing, which would function as both a church and a school, and to
share Christ with those living in tiny thatched huts. Being in Haiti



Introduction )

reminded me of my time in Nam, and my military training allowed
me to emotionally disconnect myself from the immense poverty
and sickness we witnessed.

I (Penny) began rethinking overseas missions when the fire ants
crawled up our legs that first morning in Haiti. Day two was no bet-
ter. Our team spent ten hours standing up in the back of a flatbed
truck that traveled through the jungle on a narrow, unpaved road.
Like buoys in the ocean waves, we bobbed up and down with every
bump and pothole. Guards in battle fatigues stopped us several
times, pointing loaded rifles in our direction. At each checkpoint I
held my breath. I wasn’t ready to die!

Eventually we arrived at our worksite and set up camp. At our
first meeting there, Clint and I were asked to serve on separate work
teams. This unnerved me. I didn’t want to be apart from him, but I
wasn’t comfortable expressing my concern. Clint was assigned to the
building crew, and I was sent off into the jungle with the evangelism
team. My insides rattled way down deep. While we walked slowly
from hut to hut, garnering the strength for what we were about to
do, my fears mounted. The farther into the bush we journeyed, the
further my gut lodged itself up in my throat.

Walking along the dusty pathway, we approached two women
escaping the intense heat by stretching out under the shade of a tiny
tree. One of them said she had been robbed in the city, and her hus-
band murdered. She was twenty-three.

As we continued walking, another woman with a sick baby and
a severely malnourished toddler rushed out from their hut and
begged us for medicine.

“Please help me! My baby is sick,” she cried out in Créole. She
shoved the baby into my teammate’s arms. “Take her with you to
America.”

Through our interpreter, we discovered that the infant was suf-

fering from worms, diarrhea, congestion, and malnutrition. There
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was no money for medicine. We prayed for the baby and told the
mother we'd try to help. She followed us to the next hut.

I peeked inside. There on the dirt floor was a crippled man curled
up in aball, a bag of bones. The hut was dark and smelly. I was afraid
something might happen to me if I went all the way inside. The suf-
fering of these people was more than I could bear. To add to my fear
and distress, we were taunted by voodoo bands at night along the
roadside. I was this close to being over the edge, but I didn’t say any-
thing to Clint. To anyone. After all, we were doing great things for
God and living out His mission for our marriage.

On our final morning, the whole team gathered together for Bible
study, prayer, and worship. As we sat in a circle, a woman suddenly
burst from the bushes, ran over to Clint, and climbed on his lap.
Before I could think, I jumped up, grabbed the woman, and pulled
her off him. She screamed at me in Créole. I couldn’t understand a
thing she said, but I knew it wasn’t good. Clint and I never talked
about what happened.

Disillusioned, stunned, and shaken by the suffering I'd witnessed,
I found no gauge to measure or process what we’'d experienced. Once
we got home, there was a strange disconnection between Clint and
me—a gap that only widened over time. My faith was slowly being
eaten away from the inside; Clint wanted to go on another mission.

Gradually I distanced myself from my responsibilities at church
and started hanging out with new friends from college. As Clint
and I continued to struggle, my thoughts morphed into drastic
decisions. Eight months after our return from Haiti, I packed a few
things in a suitcase and walked out our front door. Marriage and
mission—aborted.

Clintand I'aren’t trying to place the blame for our demise on that
one overseas mission. We take full responsibility for our marital
crash and burn. There were actually many miracles during that trip,
and we were grateful to be a part of what God did there. But in the



Introduction 17

end, we were not just worlds apart; we were in completely different
galaxies. As a result, we bottomed out before our second anniver-
sary. Once our divorce was finalized, we turned our backs on each
other and walked away.

Eleven years of complete silence passed between us.

When God began reconnecting us in 2002, we were finally able
to speak openly about our blowout. Among many other things, we
talked about that mission to Haiti and how whatever happened
there had sent us into a tailspin. Haiti was the beginning of the end.

In hindsight, we also realized that our problems ran much deeper.
That overseas mission just unearthed them. For years the difficul-
ties we endured as children had been stuffed down and glossed over
with strong facades. When the unexpected happened in Haiti, we
were unprepared for what it triggered. That one trip brought ugly
things to the surface, and we didn’t know what to do with them.

Perhaps if we'd realized we were two broken people in need of
much mending, things would have turned out differently. Instead
we were full of pride and blind to our own brokenness. We harped
on our unmet needs and each other’s shortcomings. While we were
convinced that we were ready for God’s mission, we were totally
unprepared for marriage.

When God miraculously reconciled us, we knew that we had to
make some major changes. Instead of focusing on ourselves, we
asked God to heal our brokenness and set us on an intentional
course to pursue Him as a couple. In the process of doing so, God
revealed His mission for our marriage—a mission we never saw com-
ing. It’s the reason behind this book. Our mission is YOU.

HOW TO USE THIS BOOK
My (Clint’s) induction into the Unites States Army began with a
physical exam and a series of assembly-line inoculations. Next I
was officially sworn in by oath to defend my country. Once that was
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complete, the other GIs and I were transported to Travis Air Force
Base and, finally, Fort Lewis, Washington, for basic training. Upon
arriving, we were stripped of our clothes and given fatigues and
the standard military buzz cut. Like well-oiled machines, the drill
instructors in command bounced us from one person to another.
There was a precise way to do everything.

There is something to be said for that kind of regimented ap-
proach. While there isn’t a perfect prescription to begin discovering
God’s mission, we suggest that you start by setting aside one hour
each week to read this book together, pray, and discuss the questions
at the end of each chapter. For consistency, try your best to meet
at the same time, day, and place each week. Think of these meet-
ings like regular mission updates or business briefings from a com-
manding officer or CEO (God). You wouldn’t dream of launching a
mission, going into battle, or implementing a business plan without
meetings. Why would you approach your marriage any differently?

If you've never tried something like meeting regularly with your
spouse, it may take some getting used to. Give yourself time. And
realize that Satan will work hard to keep you from meeting consis-
tently. Disagreements will tempt you to skip out on being together.
It will take an unwavering commitment from each of you to make
this time together a high priority. Your marriage is worth it. God’s
mission is worth it.

During your weekly meetings, turn off the demands of the day.
Set aside the distractions of cell phones and other screens. Taking
proactive precautions to alleviate interruptions will help you focus
and concentrate on each other. If you have young children, you’ll
need to make arrangements for their care. But be assured that what
you’re doing as husband and wife will greatly benefit your kids and
create a lasting impact on the future generations of your family.

As in life, some chapters in this book are more involved than oth-
ers. Don’t feel that you have to rush through a reading. You may or
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may not get through one chapter each week. That’s okay. Any worth-
while endeavor takes time, effort, and energy.

To enhance your experience, QR codes are embedded throughout
the chapters. If you don’t have a QR code reader app installed on
your smartphone or tablet, we highly recommend that you down-
load one and use it to scan these codes. Each one will link you to
videos of other couples on missions from God. (You can also access
these videos with a web browser at https://marriageonamission.com
/video-journal/) Our hope is that you’ll glean insight and inspira-
tion from their stories.

One final suggestion: keep a notebook or journal to record what
God is doing as you meet together each week. (You can each keep
your own journal or use one in which both of you write.) For some
people, journaling elicits a visceral response. However, reflecting in
writing on what God is doing, and responding to what unfolds, is
a powerful way to retrace your footprints and derive meaning from
your experiences. Try not to overanalyze or edit your thoughts and
feelings. Express yourself freely. You’ll be amazed at the way your
journal becomes not only a running record of your experiences, but
also a treasured part of your marriage legacy and a testimony to
God’s faithfulness.

Consider this book a training manual intended to facilitate an
encounter with God as husband and wife. Over the course of read-
ing it, you’ll strap on the sandals of Joshua, Nehemiah, Jesus, Paul,
and others whose hearts were resolutely set on God and His mission.
Our prayer is that in the process of encountering Him in their lives,
you’ll discover God’s specific mission for your marriage. Make no
mistake, He has one—a mission uniquely yours.

Because some couples may not be accustomed to praying together,
we’ve included a prayer at the end of each chapter. You’ll also find
discussion questions to help you apply what you’ve read. Reading
the chapter is only a small part of your experience. You’ll work out
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your marriage and mission muscles when you pray together, talk
about what you've read, and discuss the questions.

You’ll get out of this commitment what you put into it. That
being said, hold on. You're setting a course for a unique discovery
mission with God where absolutely anything is possible. Are you
ready? Good. Let’s move forward!
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Chapter |

Marriage on a Mission

If you take missions out of the Bible, you won’t
have anything left but the covers.
—NINA GUNTER

he Bible is full of special people sent on specific missions.

Moses’s mission was to bring the Israelites out of bondage in
Egypt. Joshua’s mission was to lead God’s people into the Promised
Land. Rebuilding the ruined city of Jerusalem was the task given to
Nehemiah. Esther’s mission was to save her people from annihila-
tion. Jesus’s mission was to do the will of God the Father. The apos-
tle Paul was charged with spreading the gospel and establishing the
early church.

Not only did God choose certain individuals to carry out spe-
cific missions, but He also chose couples. In the Old Testament, God
revealed His original design for marriage through Adam and Eve.
Abraham and Sarah were chosen to give birth to many nations in
order to establish God’s covenant. In the New Testament, Joseph and
Mary’s mission was to parent the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ.
The charge of spreading the gospel was given to Priscilla and Aquila.
All these couples were given a marriage mission: a specific task
assigned by God to be carried out together to accomplish His will.

23
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In fact, God has a mission for every marriage, including yours. No
matter your age, ethnicity, socioeconomic status, life circumstances,
or denomination, there is something unique that He wants you to
accomplish together over the course of your lives. Whatever God’s
mission for your marriage includes, it is designed first to honor Him
and then to impact others.

The goal of Your Marriage, God’s Mission is to help you discover
God’s mission for your marriage and assist you in its development,
growth, and ongoing assessment. To do so, we’ll share about our
own process of discovering God’s mission for our marriage as well
as that of other couples we’ve met along the way. Youll also find
helpful tools and innovative ideas within these pages, but we prom-
ise not to spoon-feed you with prescriptive advice or a set of linear
steps. Discovering God’s mission for your marriage isn’t a program.
It’s a process. While we often wish we knew both the end result and
the means to get there, God isn’t like that. Neither is marriage or
His mission for it.

However, we do know that discovering and living out God’s mis-
sion will give your relationship a much greater sense of purpose and
meaning. Your marriage, unreservedly set on God’s mission, pos-
sesses the power to impact families, neighborhoods, churches, com-
munities, and the world! And no one is better suited for the task
than you.

Just as no two marriages are alike, God’s mission for every mar-
riage is also unique. The processes He uses to guide each couple
differ as well. As your marriage grows and your life circumstances
change, your mission may also change or morph into something
new. Or you may have one solitary mission throughout your entire
marriage.

Having said all that, there is a common purpose in every mis-
sion: God created marriage as the vehicle by which the gospel is
transported throughout all generations. As you experience God
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together, your earthly mission will begin to reflect that purpose, set
forth before time began. “For we are His workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that
we should walk in them” (Eph. 2:10 NKJV).

In these latter days, as we await the return of Jesus Christ, our
world is quaking with financial upheaval, tragedy, terrorism, shift-
ing weather patterns, and health epidemics that span the globe.
We believe God is giving His people one last opportunity to reach
up and grab hold of His heart, His plans, His purposes, and His
mission.

This is your chance.

Now that you understand a little more about what a marriage
mission is, the remaining chapters in this phase will explain why

your marriage needs a mission and how to discover yours.

Pray Together

God, there is much more to marriage than we ever imagined. We
believe You have a purpose and a mission for us to accomplish as a
couple. Help us discover the task You have assigned to our marriage.
Open our hearts and minds to hear what You are saying as we begin
this process together. Make us sensitive to Your Holy Spirit and
give us wisdom to make choices in accordance with Your will. Help
us remain faithful and committed to meeting each week, without
interruptions. Guard us from allowing other things to take prece-
dence over this time we’re setting apart. Our marriage and mission
belong to You. In Jesus’s name. Amen.

Taking the Next Step
Use these questions as discussion points. You may also wish to re-

cord some answers or insights in your journal.
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1. When you hear the word mission, what images and words come to
mind?
2. What do you hope to gain from meeting together each week? Dis-
cuss your hopes and expectations as well as your concerns.
3. Choose the day of the week, time, and place you’ll meet each
week. Identify any possible distractions or interruptions. What
will you do to protect this commitment?



